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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Regathering Updates – Life on the COVID-19 Horizon: 

 

As COVID-19 continues to afflict the country and the 

world.  Most counties in our diocese are battling surges 

in cases.  The data is causing many of our colleagues 

across the diocese to shift how they offer lifelong 

formation in faith.  Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart 

parish made the decision to do this during the 

composition of this e-newsletter effective November 

18.   

 

The Diocese of Des Moines has not moved back to Phase Two of our COVID-19 plan as of the 

writing of this e-newsletter.  However, the Diocese of Des Moines has suspended all parish and 

diocesan sponsored or hosted social events, beginning November 23rd through January 10th. 

Social events are not events that are faith formation focused (think Knights of Columbus or Altar 

& Rosary Societies).  Although there may be a social component, formation events in the 

lifelong spectrum is ministry.  The Diocese shares Governor Reynolds’ goal of the most 

widespread mask usage possible, and is considering ways to support her proclamation. 

 

With that said, you, in consultation with your pastor and parish leadership team, need to be 

ready to move towards your next level of formation whether that is an all virtual environment, 

take home kits for family faith formation, or a blend of the two.  Consider the following to help 

frame your decision: 

 What is happening in your local school districts that are feeding into your programming?  

If they are moving towards in-home schooling, you should consider if this would be wise 

for the parish as well.  Parents may be overwhelmed with at-home learning just as they 

were in the early days of COVID-19.  How can your parish community be of service to 

them? 

 What are the experts at your local county health department telling you regarding the 

number of cases in your area?  Many of your colleagues have reported working closely 

with county health officials who have helped them make recommendations to the pastor 

on the best path forward. 
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 What are your catechists and parents saying to you about attending gathered events?  

Many parents are finding their children, teens, and themselves quarantined because 

someone in their kid’s classroom tested positive.  Other volunteers and team members 

who had agreed to volunteer may feel uncomfortable as the local numbers in most 

counties skyrocket.  Most adults know someone who has been impacted because of 

COVID-19 whether a family member or themselves.   

 

A recommendation worth considering is if it would be helpful to take December off to let 

families focus on worship and family opportunities.  The Diocesan Office of Family Life and the 

Department of Evangelization & Catechesis are working on an Advent family packet that could 

be helpful if indeed you decide to pause for a few weeks and re-engage in January.  A three-part 

virtual retreat series titled Hope in the Midst of the Storm will be offered in December to the 

faithful and to PCLs (see below for more details.) 

 

Please consider letting Justin and I accompany you and your pastor in the decision process this 

fall.  Thank you for all you do for the spiritual and physical health of your parish community.   

 

PS – We are also blessed with the excellent work of Jenni Lihs, Paulette Chapman (from Ss. 

John & Paul parish) and Tom Quinlan (from the St. Joseph Educational Center) on A Family of 

Believers.  Please consider reviewing this site using this link, with the knowledge that anything 

on it is yours for the taking and using in your formation efforts this year.  Fun and engaging 

resources are being developed and uploaded for the Catholic formation of families.  Given what 

may need to happen in December, Family of Believers can help you move seamlessly into virtual 

formation that is well crafted for your families.   

 

Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) Virtual Gathering – November 19 at 9:00 am: 
 

We will take time to pray, learn, and connect as we 

accompany each other focused on lessons learned in 

your parish faith formation implementation so far.  

Given the growing COVID-19 rates affecting schools 

and within each county, will need to break open what 

Advent and Christmas may look like if indeed we need 

to pull back.   

 

The session will have two goals: 

1. What are you in consultation with your pastor and 

parish leadership discussing around the COVID-19 

landscape in your local area?  What are the metrics you are using to move to the next 

level of formation? (hour one) 

2. What resources will you be using to accompany the faithful into Advent and 

Christmas? (hour two) 

 

Please make every effort to attend this virtual meeting in-person.  A recording of this session will 

be sent within a day but we can’t record the breakout sessions.  Our breakout sessions have been 

very valuable for colleagues during this pandemic.   

mailto:jwhite@dmdiocese.org
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
mailto:jlihs@ssjohnpaul.org
mailto:pchapman@ssjohnpaul.org
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https://virtualfamilyofbelievers.weebly.com/


 

Des Moines Diocese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Check-In Session 

Time: Nov 19, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87472307210?pwd=RWwyT2Q4bjhPK2o1SnhySkhVOXJmdz09  

 

Meeting ID: 874 7230 7210 

Passcode: 5kEArN 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 874 7230 7210 

Passcode: 963202 

 

Hope in the Midst oif the Storm Advent Retreat: 
 

The Diocese of Des Moines will be offering a three-part 

virtual Advent Retreat on December 3, 10, and 17.  The 

retreat will be offered at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm to allow 

multiple opportunities for the faithful to access the 

retreat.  Each session is one hour.   

 

This virtual Advent retreat will offer a space of elegant 

simplicity: 

 prayer,  

 inspiration from Pope Francis and local spiritual 

facilitators,  

 an opportunity for silent self-reflection, and 

 community with opportunities to share in breakout sessions.  

 

This three-week online retreat provides sacred space to journey through Advent in contemplation 

and conversation.  It is designed to help you find spaces to draw each participant deep into this 

season that is in need of solace and hope that only Jesus can provide. 

 

Attached to this e-newsletter you will find a poster, a Facebook post, and a bulletin 

announcement which is similar to what is above.  Each week there will be a new facilitator for 

the session: I will kick it off on December 3, a lay facilitator will take the session on December 

10, and a member of the clergy will finalize the series on December 17.  I will host each week’s 

session for continuity purposes and to run the technology.   

 

Contact John Gaffney at jgaffney@dmdiocese.org with any questions.  I will also be registering 

the faithful of the Diocese and e-mailing them a link for the virtual retreat.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87472307210?pwd=RWwyT2Q4bjhPK2o1SnhySkhVOXJmdz09
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org


 

**There will also be a Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) version of this program as well on 

December 7, 14, and 21 with Dr. Cheryl Fournier (December 14), Deacon Matt Halbach 

(December 21), and me (December 7).  The PCL sessions begin at 10:00 am. ** 

 

Free Webinars from NFCYM and NCPD  – November 12 & 17: 

 

The National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 

(NFCYM) offers the parish and diocesan staff many 

opportunities to grow their pastoral skills.  Check out 

these two free webinars within the next week.  You 

needn’t work with teens to find helpful nuggets in any 

lifelong formation in faith ministry.  You can register even 

if you know you will not be able to attend live.  A copy of the recorded webinar will be sent to 

your e-mail usually within a week.  Nonmembers of NFCYM will not be charged for these 

webinars.  Beginning in January, NFCYM will begin chagrining $10.00 per webinar for non-

NFCYM members.  The cost for associate membership is $75.00 per year.  Use this link to find 

out the benefits and responsibilities of members as well as applying.   

 

November 12 from 1:00 to 2:00 pm – How to Grow in Greatness (Even during a Pandemic) - 

You matter!  You have greatness inside of you.  God made you for a purpose.  However, it’s 

easy to forget with the noise of stress, tragedy, pain and uncertainty.  This talk will give you four 

practical ways to unlock your God-given potential right now, during a pandemic!  It’s time to be 

GREAT all for the glory of God! 

 

The presenter is Joe Melendez.  Billed as a Catholic speaker and performer who is “relevant, 

relatable, and deep,”  Joe shares the Gospel in may unique ways from turning a year of free 

Chipotle into a burrito ministry, and to creating a faith-based clothing line (God Swagg Apparel).  

He has an electric ministry and has presented at churches, schools, festivals and conferences 

worldwide!  

 

Use this link to register for this free webinar.   

 

November 17 from 1:00 to 2:00 pm – Confirmation Ministry with Youth in 2020 and Beyond - 

This webinar will explore the models and methods that are helpful in successfully coordinating a 

Confirmation preparation and follow-through process within a parish setting.  Tom East will look 

at the direction for ministry with young people provided by Pope Francis in Christus Vivit, and 

examine strategies for engaging and involving families and sponsors with the young people so 

that all the resources of your parish community are utilized.  This will include guidance for 

preparing youth for Confirmation during this time of the COVID-19 pandemic utilizing virtual 

gatherings, and accompaniment, and enhancing the role of sponsors and parents in the process. 

 

The presenter is Tom East.  Tom is the Executive Director for the Center for Ministry 

Development.   

 

Use this link to register for this free webinar.   

https://nfcym.org/membership/associate/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/44862683284330510
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2492771387582284299


 

November 12 at 6:00 pm – A Catholic Understanding of Disability - 

Join Most Rev. Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., Archbishop of Louisville, KY, 

and the Episcopal Moderator for the National Catholic Partnership on 

Disability, for a virtual lecture about the Catholic understanding of 

disability and how it leads us to a closer union with one another and 

God during challenging times. 

 

This event is cosponsored by the Institute for Human Ecology and 

the National Catholic Partnership on Disability.   Close-captioning and 

ASL interpretation will be available.  The event will take place via Zoom webinar.  

 

Us this link to register for this free lecture.   

 

November Important Dates: 

 November 11 – Veterans Day (prayer for deceased veterans) 

 November 15 – Pregnancy & Infant Loss Awareness Day/World Day of the Poor 

 November 17 – Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

 November 21 – Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 November 22 – Solemnity of Christ the King/Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development 

 November 23 – Saint Clement of Rome 

 November 26 – Thanksgiving Day (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 29 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of Advent Wreath) 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

https://ihe.catholic.edu/
https://cua.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oL2BxxHMSeqNytKE6B8mgA
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-deceased-veterans/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/

